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'also read books on your be~ , or drew, not even in the same room. A time 
·or wrote, or practiced some'instrument, · when you would actually havb to hear 
or played with toys, or sorted your Pog the voices of your friends if you wanted 
collection, or talked on the phone, or . to make plans with them that night. A 
engaged ·in countless other creative time . when your opinions· on current 
activities. ·ln those days there was no events were shaped by something other 
all-pu[pose .glowing machine · in the than what a bunch of barely-literate 
corner to distract you at all hours of the teenagers posted on 4chan. 
RIP The Simple Life 
When you go hom~ from school every 
night, what do you do? If you~re 
any~ing like me, you almost invariably 
nm to the computer, and proceed to 
spend bburs MSNing, · facebooking, 
and· ·surfing away, deftly cycling 
through folders of · favourites as you 
obsessively check to see which sites 
have been updated since the morning. 
You.continue.that for a ~erry few hours 
until the painful tang of. guilt begins 
to gnaw on your insides, prompting 
you «? th~n n\inlrnize a window or 
· two· and begin to half-ass you~ way 
throngh .some essays and assignments 
on Microsoft Word. But your flirtation 
with studiousness doesn;t last too long, 
either, ~cause· there's always a ··new 
•. 
day and night, offering a one-stop shop It may never be possible to go 
for all your information, socialiZation, back to those simpler times, but I·thin.k 
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our issue~ in a couple hours with a Boy. ln my room, with my door closed. · 
.sjngle machine that could adjust lonts, · And 1 will resist the urge to go . into 
song tQ download, a new video to see, check spelling, and organize colw;nns · the computer room and look up cheats 
or a new game to play. And really, how with a few clicks of·a button. Weirder · and walkthroughs. No, I'll just use my 
c~ attempting to format a bibliograpl;ly still is the idea:that all the staff probably old-fashioned back issues of Nintendo 
compare to any of that? · had to physically. meet with one another Power. An~ if I ·need m9re help, I · · 
It's an exceedingly :computer- · to get the paper· done, too. There was will .call· my friends on the phone to 
centric lifestyle we all Jead these days; . no mass~emailings or "forward · to ask them. And if I want to get a new 
a life in which all activities increasingly. all" in ·those days. And when people game, afterWards I will actually go .on 
point to the. same machin~. and 'with i.t researched their stories tl;ley probably . a lengthy journey' through pawn shops 
the same roon:i and same chair. . had to go to the library -·or sometliing, and flea markets and-aw, who am I 
Oh, of course we all do for there was no Google ·or Wiki~dia, , kidding. I need you; computer! . 
social t~ngs as well. Hang out with yither. A rpete few decades ago, yet to · You may be a soulless. force draining 
friends or "go to movies · or play ponder such a process seems as ancient'· all creativity and fun from daily life.:. 
sports or lUll ~tudent · newspapers or and foreign as trying to imagine a world ··bt!t ytm;re'just so dam convenient! . 
whatever. But chances are such eventS · without indoor plumbing. · , · . . . ' · 
· merely punctuate a. lifestyle that i!r· · I'm no Iuddite, but one can~t J.J. McCullough.· · 
· overwttelrningly computer-c¢ntric. help ~eeling nostalgiC fot such .a'' time. A .Editorln Chief of th,e Otber Press 
And yet it did notal ways used time in which labour 'Was sophlsticated._. · · 
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WORD ON THE STREET 
Laura Kelsey, Photographer 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -· 
"How do you feel about the college paper 
running ads from chewing tobacco companies?" 
Liz Morrow 
Second-year Associate of Arts 
"It sends the wrong message." 
Cameron Hogg 
Second-year Creative Arts 
"Gross. I don't agree with it." 
Alex Mowat 
First-year Future Teachers Program 
"I think there is an unfair connotation with the word 
'tobacco.' Having never smoked or chewed, I can 
only say that tobacco is .. . tobacco! ." 
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SPCA Forced to Close Coquitlam Shelter 
By Liam Britten 
A fter much wrangling between 
shelter operators, the City of Coquitlam, 
and nearby residents, the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty of Animals 
(SPCA) will finally be closing its Pipeline 
Road animal shelter in Coquitlam due 
to a lack of funding and noise bylaws. 
The shelter has been taking 
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cats and dogs in for the past 48 years, 
but on July 1 of this year, its doors will 
close forever, six months earlier than 
anticipated. The main issue driving 
the closure was noise complaints from 
nearby residents about barking dogs. 
These complaints, documented from 
at least 2003, precipitated a number 
of changes and improvements to the 
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the 
facility, costing the SPCA thousands of 
dollars. The changes were not enough 
for residents, however, and eventually 
the SPCA moved all dogs to a different 
facility; this drastically impacted the 
Coquitlam facility's revenue-generating 
ability. 
"Ifwedon'thavedogs, we can't 
operate," Lorie Chortyk, a spokeswoman 
for the B.C. SPCA told The Coquitlam 
NOW. "Unfortunately it's not financially 
viable to keep it running with just cats. 
That's half of your revenue that's wiped 
out. At most SPCA shelters you're living 
hand to mouth at the best of times." 
However, the City ofCoquitlam 
is saying that the Society is pinning the 
blame for the kennel's problems unfairly 
on the city. Therese Mickelson of the City 
of Coquitlam has told the press that the 
SPCA has planned to leave the facility 
for the last 15 years over concerns of 
space. 
"They told us this past spring 
they were not making the required 
improvements to address noise concerns 
because they planned to move anyway," 
Mickelson said. "It appears .. . they are 
now placing the blame on the city of 
Coquitlam and area residents for a 
decision to move that they made ages 
ago." 
However, Chortyk insists the 
move was not voluntary, and has said 
that the city council "doesn't seem to be 
interested at all in helping animals." 
Last year, the shelter took in 
1,198 animals. The animals currently 
in the shelter will be moved to other 
facilities. While there will now be no 
place for citizens to drop off animals 
locally, the SPCA will still conduct 
animal-cruelty investigations, deliver 
educational programs and respond to 
night emergency calls within the area. 
The SPCA has stated that 
they intend to return to the area, and 
are examining options. The City of 
Coquitlam seems to support this in 
principle, with spokeswoman Mickelson 
saying "We consider animal care to be a 
priority in our community." 
WITH A 
$5,000 IRVING K. BARBER BC SCHOLARSHIP 
150 scholarships of $5,000 awarded annually to 
2"d-year BC students transferring to complete their deg ree 
APPLY BEFORE MARCH 31 
Visit: www.bcscholarship.ca 
or talk to your campus Financial Aid Office today 
THE IRVING K. BARBER 
British Columbia Scholarship Society 
IN PARTNERSH IP WIT H 
VICTORIA ·, FOUNDATION 
Investing in the skills and talents of British Columbia's students 
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News 
B.C. at the Root of Huge Global Drug Problem 
By Garth McLennan, News Editor , .. 
British Columbia has morphed into 
one of the planet's leading manufacturers 
and suppliers of a wide variety of 
deadly drugs. Cocaine, heroin, ecstasy, 
marijuana, and crystal meth are just a 
few of the illegal substances being sent 
around the world through the ports and 
skies of B.C. 
The main suppliers and makers 
producers of these drugs are believed 
to be a number of Asian, motorcycle 
and Indo-Canadian gangs. According 
to a recent version of the RCMP's 
annual Drug Situation Report, the drug 
trade in British Columbia is worth an 
approximate $2.3 billion per year. B.C. 
has gone from a consumer nation to one 
of the most prolific international banned 
substance producers in the world today. 
In some instances, Asian and Indo-
Canadian gangs have aligned to boost 
the size of drug shipments to the United 
States. 
Almost all of Canada's crystal 
meth is generated in domestic labs while 
gangs from different parts of Asia and 
India import the key ingredients for meth. 
The report has brought to light Canada's 
leading role in methamphetamine 
production and distribution over the 
past four years, highlighting Canadian 
imported meth seizures in New Zealand 
and Japan. 
Indo-Canadian gangs are 
having heroin created in Afghanistan, 
where production has surged, and then 
have the drugs sent to India. From India, 
the heroin is transported to Canada and 
resold. It has been estimated that most 
Vancouver and Toronto heroin addicts 
intake over two metric tonnes of the drug 
per year. In lethal combinations, police 
have found crystal meth mixed' with 
cocaine. 
The report noted that drug 
smugglers bring their cargo in and 
out of Canada via small-cargo planes, 
helicopters, boats, ATV's, snowmobiles, 
and hidden compartments in backpacks 
and suitcases. 
Because of B.C.'s prime port 
locations on the water, as well as it being 
within travel distance to Asia and the 
rest of North America, the province has 
become a gateway in drug distribution to 
other countries, and the gangs producing 
the drugs are raking in big money; 
Because of this success, the gangs are 
now branching out to other drugs. 
"Criminal organizations that 
previously specialized in one drug have 
now branched out into m.ulti-commodity 
trafficking, importation and exportation. 
These organizations are powerful, well-
connected, and are dealing in high profit-
yielding illicit ventures across the globe," 
said Allan Castle, the top man in the 
RCMP's criminal analysis department in 
the Pacific area. "Millions of ill-gotten 
gain goes to some of the least scrupulous 
people in this province." 
It is believed that because of 
Canada's highly diverse and multi-ethnic 
population, the province's drug problems 
have gone global. British and Australian 
authorities have seized Canadian made 
and imported cocaine. 
One particular sector of the 
drug trade that has come to grow 
exponentially is ecstasy. Canada has 
taken over Holland's not-so-reputable 
position as the world's leading ecstasy 
supplier. There have been several ecstasy 
related apprehensions that have raised 
Canada's awareness of just how big this 
problem is becoming. 
In 2006, Australian coast-
guard officials searched an Australian 
bound vessel corning from Canada. It 
was carrying computer monitors that 
were jammed with 135 kgs of cocaine 
and over 120, 000 ecstasy pills. That 
same year, Australian police seized the 
contents of a ship coming from B.C. that 
contained 1.2 million ecstasy tablets. 
Also in 2006, a Canadian citizen was 
detained in Columbia while traveling to 
Ecuador with an incredible 2,570 ecstasy 
pills. 
Castle believes thatamainreason 
for B.C. 's extensive drug distribution 
connections is its lengthy history of 
selling and smuggling marijuana into the 
United States. The primary producers of 
pot in B.C. are biker and Asian gangs. 
Vietnamese-Canadians are also on the 
rise in marijuana distribution. Castle also 
thinks that the lax Canadian court system 
is partially to blame for the expansive 
drug operations in British Columbia. 
He says that criminal associations most 
likely believe the Canadian courts 
present a far lower threat than their 
American counterparts. 
The big problem facing 
authorities is it is virtually impossible for 
police to search the majority of shipments 
in a major import-export place like B.C. 
Thus while law enforcement is imposing 
stricter security measures, the British 
Columbian drug trade is still on the rise. 
Canadian Forces Acquire Powerhouse Tanks 
By Garth McLennan, News Editor 
The Canadian military has 
confirmed plans to lease up to 100 new 
Leopard 2A6M tanks from Germany 
and the Netherlands to supplement their 
aging tank force in their Afghanistan 
campaign. 
Immediately, Canadian forces 
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will have 20 of these new tanks put into 
use. The powerful Leopard 2A6M's can 
fire at extreme accuracy 500 meters from 
a target, and can even hit targets up to 
four kilometers away. The new Leopards 
are bigger, better armored, particularly 
against bombs and landrnines, and 
break down less often then the previous 
Leopard models. The new Leopards are 
also twice as fast, and the added armor 
protection is a big plus for Canadians. 
In the week preceding the new tank 
announcement, eight Canadians had 
been killed by road-side bombing. 
"It's probably the most modem 
battle tank in the world" said Major 
Trevor Gosselin, who is the commander 
of the battle tank C Squadron. 
The tank update is in many 
respects long overdue. Canada hasn't 
purchased or leased updated tanks 
since the Korean War, the last time 
the Canadian military employed tank 
battalions. The need for newer, better 
tanks was illustrated by recent bloody 
battles in the Afghan Panjwaii District, 
including the Canadian-led Operation 
Medusa, held in September of 2006. 
The battle featured heavy combat and 
firefighting, with suicide bombers killing 
Canadian, American and British troops. 
Numerous civilians were also killed in 
the conflict. 
The new tanks are slated to 
arrive in the fall to meet Canadian 
specifications. Many Canadian soldiers 
are excited at the arrival of the new 
tanks, as the· old Leopards had no air 
conditioning and have been considered 
a health risk as several troops have 
suffered severe cases of over heating. 
The old Leopard C2's were 
originally designed in Germany in the 
1960's. They are eligible to remain in 
service until2010, but they were initially 
bought in 1978-1979. When they were 
first purchased, the Canadian forces 
upgraded them, but they have grown 
out-dated since then. The government 
obtained 127 Leopard C2 tanks, and 
currently has 114 remaining. 
The federal government's 
decision to upgrade and invest in the 
Canadian tank program is a reversal 
of the previous policy of the previous 
Liberal administration. In 2003, the 
Liberal government stated its intention to 
phase out Canadian tanks and replacing 
them with Mobile Gun Systems (MGS). 
The MGS is an eight wheeled all terrain 
vehicle with a cannon mounted on the 
top of it. The MGS would have cost 
$600-rnillion to implement, and the tanks 
would have been eliminated from use. 
Opinions 
Music Piracy: 
What's the Solution? 
For-Pay MP3s Are)Still the Best Bet 
By Dennis Leong 
We've got portable music players 
that can hold tens of thousands of songs. 
Record companies see that as a threat, 
and it's easy to see why: 10,000 songs 
is probably more music than the average 
Canadian legally purchases in a lifetime. 
This storage capacity is only going to 
grow in the coming years and the music 
industry is trying to regain its control 
over its own products. While the old 
business model required physical sales 
of music media to recoup funds and 
potentially profit, now there is a new 
business model slowly, but surely, taking 
over. It took Apple, a computer company, 
to realize the potential market in selling 
music cheaply and quickly online. The 
record companies resisted the idea at 
first but now they've got no choice. 
Who would pay for the 
convenience of downloading a song? I 
know I would. I don't download songs 
because I can't be sure I'm getting the 
right thing. I once had a friend rave 
about a Dream Theater album he had 
downloaded months before the release 
date only to find out after the release of 
the album that he had been listening to 
an older album by a completely different 
band. And what of the quality of the 
song I'm downloading? I can't be sure 
if somebody decided to rip only half 
the song or convert it to mono. I would 
gladly pay for a service that would 
guarantee I'd get a high quality (possibly 
lossless) digital version of the exactly 
song I want: Not the song covered by 
another band, not a re-recording by a 
later line-up of the same band, not a live 
bootleg. Given guaranteed assurance of 
An ''Downloading Tax'' 
Embraces the Inevitable 
By Luke Simcoe 
To ring in the New Year, 
the Songwriters Association of Canada 
(SAC) has proposed a radical new 
approach to online file-sharing. 
Backed by 187 Canadian 
performing acts, including Avril Lavigne 
and the Barenaked Ladies, SAC has 
put forth a plan that would effectively 
legitimize Internet piracy by applying 
a monthly levy of five dollars to every 
wireless and Internet account in the 
country. 
SAC claims that such a 
levy-similar to the existing surcharge 
on blank recording media and digital 
media players-
would generate 
approximately $1 
billion annually. 
While SAC's 
proposal does 
not detail exactly 
how this revenue 
. would be allocated, 
it says it would 
be distributed to 
artists, labels and 
publishers. 
Despite 
being referred to 
by one artist as "the 
first progressive 
proposal we've seen 
in Canada to address 
file-sharing," the 
country's recording 
industry has been 
quick to rail against 
SAC's plan. 
Canadian Recording Industry· 
Association (CRIA) President Graham 
Henderson denounced the proposal as a 
"pipe dream," and Alistair Mitchell, the 
CEO of Puretracks, has said that SAC's 
plan is "flawed," and that it "would 
signal the death of paid music services 
in Canada." 
From here on in, this piece is 
going to be an editorial, because when 
it comes to issues of copyright, I can 
seldom contain my opinion. As much of 
a "pipe dream" as SAC's proposal is-h 
would require progressive changes to 
the Copyright Act and the cooperation of 
the country's Internet service providers, 
most of whom have no desire to collect 
and manage what is essentially a tax-it's 
hard not to see the industry's response as 
a reactionary attempt to hold on to what 
little control they still have of the creative 
commons while simultaneously trying to 
justify their continued existence. 
Basically, it's as much, or 
more, of a pipe dream to believe tha~ 
the industry's protectionist stance will 
eventually stop people from downloading 
music. Industry groups like the CRIA 
are essentially clinging to a sinking ship, 
and they're refusing anyone's offer of a 
flotation device unless it's the exact kind 
that they're used to wearing. 
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Laura Kelsey 
drsexysex@yahoo.ca 
the content and quality of the content, 
users would flock to it even if it were a 
pay-per-use service. 
What would this cost the 
record companies? The quick answer 
is: Not much. Their vaults are already 
overflowing with gems whose recording 
sessions have long been paid for and 
their costs recouped many times over. 
They don't need to digitize all of their 
music. After all, they were the ones who 
decided it was good enough to put three 
radio singles on an album and pad the 
rest of it with filler songs. They force-
fed us radio singles to sell the albums 
and as a result that's what people want 
when they go search for that one Duran 
Duran song they remember from their 
high school prom. 
The cost of recording those old 
songs has been paid back in spades so 
it's only a small investment to properly 
digitize an existing recording and 
sell it online for a few cents. But this 
doesn't fly because record companies 
make more money if they sell you the 
whole CD. And this is what they don 't 
Continued on Page 21 
Despite this attitude, and their 
ability to view facts through the same 
lens used by Stephen Colbert (Canada's 
digital music sales grew 122 percent 
between 2006 and 2007, far faster than 
either the U.S. or Europe, but the CRIA 
opted to refer to this unprecedented 
growth as an "undeveloped digital market 
that continues to lag significantly behind 
these other markets"), organizations 
like the CRIA continue to hold a lot 
of influence over the country's policy 
makers. 
And sadly that, more than any 
other reason, is why proposals like that 
brought forward by SAC remain pipe 
dreams . 
Anyway, I've said it before, 
and I'll say it again: Copyright is going 
to be one of the defining policy areas of 
our generation, and the decisions that are 
made today will have a profound affect 
on the future. So get involved: Write a 
letter to your local MP, join a Face book 
group, sign a petition, and educate 
yourself so that you can educate others. 
For more information about 
copyright policy in Canada, check out 
University of Ottawa professor Michael 
Geist's blog (www.michaelgeist.ca). 
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Opinions 
Plenqt of Good Picks in the Republican Crop 
By JJ McCullough 
S orne time ago, it became a matter 
of consensus among the American 
punditocracy that the 2008 US 
presidential primaries were basically 
bad news for conservative voters. 
Republicans were cursed with a crop of 
exceedingly lacklustre candidates, the 
pundits declared; a situation that would 
make a race that the GOP was already 
supposedly destined to lose even more 
hopeless and depressing. 
So maybe something's wrong 
with me, because I'm conservative and I 
like basically all of the 2008 Republican 
nominees. Indeed, one could argue that 
this is actually the most dynamic and 
engaging cast of Republicans to arise in 
some time; certainly much more than the 
rather tepid Bush-McCain tournament 
of 2000, or the even lamer Bob Dole 
coronation of 1996. 
My favourite racehorse at 
present remains former Massachusetts 
Governor Mitt Romney. A sane man 
with sensible policies who is also jolly 
and upbeat in a way only Mormons seem 
to be able to muster, Romney seems to 
be the right guy at the right time. He 
knows what Bush did right, like the 
War on Terror, and defends it staunchly, 
but also knows how far the Republican 
establishment has drifted from their 
supposedly sacred low-spending, fiscally 
8 
responsible principles-and pledges to 
reassert them. 
The Governor's supposed token 
deficiency (the pundits have named 
exactly one for each candidate, creating 
some sort of bizarre flaw tabulation) is 
that he's too much of a flip-flopper to 
earn the trust of 
possessing a level of intellectualism that 
a reactionary partisan-for-life will never 
have. If Romeny's own account is to be 
believed, the governor grew consciously 
disillusioned with liberalism as his 
political career developed, becoming 
more conservative as he realized the 
the conservative 
base. Exhibit A 
in this regard is 
a horrible video 
from 1994 that 
shows Romney 
declaring how 
much he hates 
Ronald Reagan 
''Romney seems to 
be the right guy at 
inherient 
of the 
flaws 
left's 
arguments, and the 
common-sense of 
the right's. He's a 
skilled debater for 
the very reason 
that he intimately 
understands the 
the right time.'' 
and loves abortions. At the time, he 
was running to unset Ted Kennedy as 
Massachusetts senator, and evidently it 
was the opinion of Romney's handlers 
that the best way for a Republican to 
do this was to attempt to out-liberal the 
Senate's most liberal member. Bizarrely, 
this strategy failed. 
Romney now claims to 
be staunchly pro-life and Reagan's 
ideological heir, in what many critics 
call a very strategically convenient 
about-face. There is a case to be made 
for the merits of such an apparent 
flopper, however. A man who has been 
a true believer in the other side, and then 
abandoned them is ultimately a man 
rhetoric and tactics 
of the left, and can now outsmart the 
opposition on their own terms. 
But this back-story is somewhat 
irrelevant in the larger scheme. 
Whatever his history, Romney is reliably 
conservative today, but is a useful 
candidate for primarily other reasons. 
As a successful New England politician, 
nominating Romney as the GOP flag-
bearer would help tone down perceptions 
(which are increasingly justifiable) that 
the Republican Party has all but resigned 
itself to merely being a Southern-
bloc party of the former Confederacy. 
Conservatism is a viable ideology even 
in so-called "blue states," however, 
and at any given moment a great many 
more people are Republicans than can 
be bothered to realize it. The problem 
with American conservatism is that the 
message has gotten lost in the medium. 
When people think "Republican" 
they now increasingly think of the 
personalities who comprise the loudest 
faces of the party, the stereotypically 
self-righteous, boorish Evangelicals 
with irritating drawls and bad hair, rather 
than the ideological principles of small 
government and personal responsibility. 
A non-accented Northern leader who 
doesn't see the Republican Party as a 
mere appendage of his local Baptist 
congregation is what the GOP really 
needs to give the American conservative 
movement appeal to a broader base and 
new generation. 
Former New York Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani is attractive for largely 
the same reasons as Romney, and has 
faced largely the same criticisms. As 
another Republican who is running to 
the right after spending a great deal of 
time governing to the left, Giuliani has 
done a lot less to distance himself from 
his former views, retaining pro-choice 
and pro-gay views that are generally 
anaemic to his part's base. Yet he's a 
national celebrity and people love him 
for largely non-ideological reasons, 
Continued on Page 21 
Free crack pipes are a 
terrible idea 
By Garth McLennan 
The .BC goverillnent's decision to 
begin distributing free tubes designed 
and fitted for crack pipes to addicted drug 
users is a bad move-with the potential 
for even more disastrous ramifications. 
The government is justifying 
this handout by saying that it will 
reduce the spread of Hepatitis C, a blood 
transmitted disease that can be contracted 
among crack addicts who share pipes. 
The government is also saying that the 
other long-term diseases; have done 
absolutely nothing wrong. For the most 
part, they are hard working, contributing 
members of society who have had 
incredible misfortune bestowed upon 
them. However, they learn to live .with 
it. They live their lives as best they can, 
even with the hefty medical bills. 
So tell me, how in any sense 
of the word is that right? These crack 
addicts are there by choice. I know I'm 
going to piss off a lot of people by saying 
that, but it's true. cost of treating those 
infected with Hep Cis 
between $71 million 
and $143 million. 
This plan is a 
total joke. It makes no 
attempt whatsoever 
to prevent the use of 
crack cocaine, which, 
in case everyone has 
"'Why not pay 
for all taxi 
rides home for 
alcoholics?'' 
No one is forcing 
them to be on drugs .. 
I know addiction is 
a powerful thing, 
but if these people 
truly wanted to pull 
themselves out of 
the hole they have 
gotten themselves 
forgotten , is illegal, and not only that, 
but it shafts people with legitimate and 
debilitating diseases. 
How can the government 
possibly justify making those who suffer 
from diabetes or multiple sclerosis buy 
their own increasingly pricey medication 
when they are giving drug users a free 
pass? 
I mean, Think about it; If you 
are going to encourage the drug use of 
addicts, why not other addictions as 
well ? Why not pay for all taxi rides home 
for alcoholics? Or how about the obese? 
Where 's the government subsidization 
, for energy bars? Or what about smokers? 
They certainly eat up plenty of the health 
care budget. Did the government jump in 
to institute free filters or patches at the 
taxpayer's expense? Nope. 
It just isn't fair. Those who 
suffer from MS, diabetes, and many 
into, they could. Human history is filled 
with countless examples of triumph over 
adversity and beating the odds. There 
are plenty of drug treatment centres 
available; all these addicts have to do is 
have the willpower to get help and force 
themselves to get better. 
But in far too many cases, they 
don't. They continue to leech off society 
and treat their bodies like trash. They 
don't even make a remote effort to help 
themselves, not the slightest attempt. 
So why should we have to pay to give 
them free crack pipes and drugs at harm-
reduction centers? It offers absolutely no 
incentive for addicts to clean themselves 
up and get better. 
What is the world coming to 
when the sick have to pay for their live-
saving medicine while the drug addicts 
get their tools of death for free? 
January 14, 2008 
& Dr. Marilyn Fairchild 
Help! My dick is smaller 
than Viggo Mortensen's 
Dear Dr. Sex, 
When I was a lad of about 16, I worked in a steel mill in Montreal. While 
there, I heard that a fellow employee was very well endowed in the trousers. 
Initially disregarding the rumours, I was inclined to believe them after my co-
worker pulled his pants down to reveal the largest flaccid penis I had ever, and 
have ever, seen. ~ince then I have been very ashamed of my own four inches; 
but r~ently, after watching Viggo Mortensen's tiny tadger wiggle around in 
Eastern Promises, I've reconsidered my stature. How much does member size 
really matter to women? If Viggo still gets women ever though they all know 
his penis is tiny, then is there hope for all of us who have small sausages? 
-Tiny Jiggle Bone 
Dr. Sex: Thanfcs as always for your letter; and my condolences on your 
miniature monkey. 
Dr. Fairchild: ~ndolences are not necessary, Dr. Sex. 
Dr. Sex: What do you mean? TJB has a minnow as a one-eyed trouser fish! 
Dr. Fairchild: A man isn't necessarily hard up if he has a small hard-on, you 
know. 
Dr. Sex: But how does one impress the ladies if his blue-veined trumpet is 
sized more like a piccolo? 
Dr. Fairchild: Although the world revolves around penises, having a small 
schlong does not impede men in romantic situations. In fact, men with massive 
stiffies may actually have a h;trder time getting laid than smaller tnen. 
Dr. Sex: Don't lie, Dr. Fairchild. A man's lovesteak is everything! How does a 
guy develop confidence with ittie-bittie meat in between his legs? Not only do 
small penises affect self-confidence, but they just look funny and out of place! 
Dr. Fairchild: Sounds like you know this from experience- in one way or 
another. 
Dr. Sex: You know as well as anyone that my full-blown Stallone is worth 
screwing! 
Dr. Fairchild: Yes, Dr. Sex. You are hung like a stud .. . mosquito. Anyways, 
TJB, having a small member is not the do-all end-all to a sexy life. It is 
immature to base one's opinion of someone on the size of his penis, so if any 
woman snubs your stub because of its weenie size, forget about her because she 
isn't good enough for you anyways. 
Dr. Sex: Honestly, women don't have too much feeling in their vaginas past 
an inch or two up. But large meat-hammers can hit their cervixes during 
intercourse and cause discomfort. So consider yourself lucky you don ·t injure 
women during sex. 
Dr. Fairchild: Most sex stores also carry penis extensions, which slip over 
your dick and add a couple inches. Consider this if your partner is unsatisfied 
with your s1ze. 
Dr. Sex: Thanks again for your email. TJB. Let this be a lesson to us all. 
Whether you have a bug-sized prick or an enormous, raging cock, everyone 
can still be sexy. Even Viggo Mortensen. We welcome your feedback! Email 
drsexysex@yahoo.ca or read the blog at sexysexwithdrsex.blogspot.com. 
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New Cobain Documentary Sends the Icon 
Tumbling From His. Pedestal 
Review of About a Son 
Luke 
Simcoe 
arts and 
entertainment. 
editor 
An~o~e who tells yo~ that Nirvana 
didn't change everything is wrong. I was 
eleven years old a,nd awash in youthful 
-naivety when a shotgun shell . found its 
way int~and , out of-Kurt Cobain 's 
skull, but I was still aware of just how 
big a deal this little three-piece from 
Seattle actually was. . 
In the months leading up to 
Cobain's suicide, Nirvana was the 
biggest band in the world, and they may 
have cemented their status as "the last 
band that mattered" even if Veca Electric 
employee Gary Sln.ith had never ,made 
that grisly discovery in the garage of 
· Kurt's Lake Washington home on April 
8, 1994. Nevertheless, Cobain's decision 
to pull the trigger forever trans.formed 
him from a reclusiv,e punk. rocker into 
one of the most recognizable rock n' roll, 
icons of the 20'h century: Since his death, 
his life has been dissected, put under the · 
microscope, and ultimately mythologized 
against a backdrop of black and white 
photographs, tom sweaters and turquoise 
guitars. 
This mythology is the target 
of AJ Schnack's documentary, About a 
Son. The film is based on some 25 hours 
''Cobain thinks of 
himselfas a pun}i rO!:k · 
."everyman/~ but aci~ 
of interviews between Cobain and music 
journalist Michael Azerra for his book 
Come As You Are: The Story of Nirvana. , 
Schnack simply places the audio from , 
these conversations over ambient images 
of suburban Washington, effectively 
turning Cobain ii\tO the narrator of his 
own life story. 
Whether he's expressing his 
almost pathological disdain for other 
people, demanding recognition as 
the principle songwriter in Nirvana, 
defending his drug habit, or fanning 
the flames of his quasi-dysfunctional 
relationship with Courtney Love, Cobain 
seldom comes across as likable. His 
words-which are often as disjointed 
as his lyrics-form a broOding web of 
contradictions, hyperbole, and arrogance. 
In fact, the only time Cobain merits any 
sympattiy at all is when he talks about 
the pain of both his scoliosis. and his 
chronic. stomach condition. 
Above · all, Cobain is 
contradictory. He speaks about wanting 
to be both· Black Sabbath and the Beatles. 
He does $400 worth of heroin every day; 
but speaks out against drugs. He thinks 
of himself as a punk rock "everyman," 
but acts like a Spoiled rock star. He 
desperately wants fame, but is ultimately 
I ' . 
resentful of the scrutiny that comes wi~h 
' it. He constantly disparages the media; 
yet is almost painfully implicit in the 
construction of his own i~ge. Ana 
perhaps most poignantly, he laments the 
del\th of the traditionaJ marriage in light 
of his pare.nts ~ divorye, yet he jumps 
· . headfirst into fatherhood with Courtney. 
· If About a · Son is ultimately 
deemed a success, it. will be for its ability 
to navigate these contradictions without 
.explaining them away. In its own way, the 
The American Gl-adiators are Back! 
By Garth McLennan 
Due to the ongoing writer 's strike 
that has handicapped networks across 
the continent, television providers have 
come up with a number of creative 
ideas to satisfy viewers until the dispute 
is resolved. In the process, NBC has 
unearthed a forgotten gem: American 
Gladiators. 
Not seen since 1996, the wild 
show is back with a host of new events, 
new and contestants, and of course, new 
gladiators. 
The newest rendition of 
American Gladiators is hosted by Hulk 
Hogan, (that's right, Hulk Hogan) , and 
the daughter of Muhammad Ali, Laila 
Ali. 
Twenty-four contestants were 
selected from a pool of hopefuls, and 
they will battle it out for $100,000 in 
prize money, a brand new 2008 Toyota 
Sequoia, and the right to become one of 
the gladiators for next season. 
The show airs in Vancouver at 
8 p.m. on Mondays on Citytv. Despite 
the initial shock of seeing grown men 
and women bound around in spandex, 
the show really is quite fun to watch. 
The events are enjoyable and look like a 
10 
lot of fun to try. The competitors usually 
have interesting back stories and are 
entertaining. · 
The gladiators themselves are 
could teach Barry Bonds a thing · or to. 
.about steroids. Most are jerks on. screen, · 
and degrade the contestants throughout 
the competition. Also, while watching, 
'They all look like they could teach Barry Bonds a 
· thing or to about steroids. n 
one of the most interesting parts of the 
show. They are all huge, the women as 
well as the men, and all look like they 
you wonder where in the world they 
found some of these guys. One gladiator, 
appropriately named "Wolf," looks like 
filin mirrors Kurt 's own stubborn refusal · 
to reconcile his beliefs with his actions, 
even if the end result was unlivable. 
·About a Son will inevitably be 
billed as · required viewing for fans and 
foll~wers of Nirvana, but I don't think 
that's the case. The harsh way in which 
Cobain is pushed off Of his pedestal-by 
his own words no jess-may be too much 
to bear for those fans who feel a personal 
or intimate connection with the man or 
his music. 
he hasn't seen civilization in years and 
howls at competitors. They show also 
stick with the classic gladiator names: 
Wolf, Blast, Crush, Fury, Hammer, 
Justice, Mayhem, Militia, Siren, Stealth, 
Titan, Toa, Venom, and Hellga. 
The show is run well. It's 
blatantly obvious that the current budget 
vastly outstrips anything they 've ever 
had before. Hogan and Ali are good with 
a microphone and the event referee is 
the same ref that appeared with Vince 
Vaughn in Dodgeball. 
Competitors have to battle the 
gladiators and each other through such 
challenging events as "Assault," where 
they have to cannon shoot tennis balls 
and find a way to shoot the gladiators; the 
"Wall," where contestants have to race up 
a 40-foot high climbing wall while being 
chased by a gladiator determined to pull 
them into the water at the bottom; "Hit 
and run," where the participants have to 
cross a 50-foot long bridge above water 
while avoiding massive 100-pound balls 
being thrown at them by the gladiators; 
and many other events. 
The show is a tonne of fun, and 
a great way to kick off the school week. 
The Bone Cage 
By Angie Abdou 
Newest Press, 2007 
By Pat Mackenzie 
The Bone Cage, Angie Abdou's 
first novel, follows the lives of fictitious 
Olympic hopefuls Sadie Jorgenson and 
Tom "Digger" Stapleton. The novel 
focuses primarily on the rigors of their 
training as the two athletes (Sadie is a 
speed swimmer and Digger is a wrestler) 
prepare for the 2000 Olympics in 
Sydney. 
Abdou, a competitive 
swimmer herself, certainly has first-
hand knowledge of the privations of 
training. She captures 
session, Abdou fills out her story with 
detours from the main athletic narrative. 
For example, Sadie's life in the pool is 
juxtaposed against that of her family, 
specifically that of her grandmother who 
is languishing in a hospital-a victim of 
adult onset diabetes and the ravages of old 
age. The comparison between the youth 
and strength of Sadie and the failing 
health and body of her grandmother will 
be obvious and superficial to some. But 
to be fair, it is in the tension between 
youth and age and the limited time we 
all live under where 
the physical and mental 
strain that Sadie and 
Digger must endure 
with a fair degree of 
writerly acumen. But as 
a former competative 
athlete, I know that 
~~bdou's descriptions, 
while vivid and accurate, 
are to be lacking in any 
real drama." 
Abdou is able to pull 
her story out of the 
plodding chronicles 
of Sadie and Digger 
and their strict training 
schedules and give her 
besides being physically and mentally 
difficult, training for any athletic 
discipline can be intensely boring. As 
I worked my way through The Bone 
Cage, I found Abdou's descriptions of 
training and competition, while vivid 
and accurate, to be lacking in any real 
drama. But I do not think this is the fault 
of Abdou's abilities as a writer; rather, I 
think it is a general flaw found in most 
sports writing. The problem being, that 
sports writing, whether journalism or 
fiction, in the absence of real drama, 
artificially tries to create importance out 
of what is, in the end, unimportant. 
Perhaps anticipating readers' 
disdain at having to plow through another 
account of yet another grueling training 
novel some life. 
It is not as if Abdou has 
written carelessly about her two main 
characters; there is a certain affection 
for both that seems to be coming from 
Abdou's own intimate understanding of 
sport. However, Digger and Sadie's lives 
are so circumscribed by their dedication 
to their respective athletic pursuits that 
they are necessarily rendered as dull and 
uninteresting in spite of the fact that they 
are both headed to the Olympics-the 
pinnacle of all athletic dreams. 
Perhaps in an attempt to 
make her characters more human and 
less the single-minded machines that 
Olympians must be in order to have 
the remotest chance at a medal, Abdou 
vaguely delves into her characters' sex 
RESIDENT WEB NERD WANTED! 
I.T. Friendly Web SlInger wanted. 
Duties include weekly website 
updates and tech support. 
Great learning experience for 
the right person. 
lnqu ire to: ed i tor. otherpressl!glla i I • COlli 
lives. But this only comes across as 
tacked-on and shallow-an editorial 
afterthought designed to prevent readers' 
attention from fading. Also, seemingly 
to maintain reader care, the narration 
is written exclusively in the present 
tense. In this case, such a compositional 
choice only draws attention to itself as 
"technique" -automatically suggesting, 
for me at least, that there is something 
lacking in the story. 
January 14, 2008 
Sport occupies odd territory 
in our equally odd cultural epoch. 
Existing somewhat as a paradox, sport 
is primarily viewed as entertainment-
frivolous or otherwise- but at the same 
time it has been given an elevated status. 
In the absence of real drama, however, 
the attempt to create a story out of what 
is fundamentally a trivial subject will 
lead to a boring tale-in real life or in 
fiction. 
NOW PLAYING AT 5th AVENUE CINEMAS 
THERE WILL BE BLOOD 
Daily at: 12:45,4:00,6:45,7:15, 10:15 
JUNO (5 shows daily) 
Daily at: 1:00,3:15, 5:20,7:30,9:40 
THE SAVAGES 
Daily at:1 :45,4:30,7:05,9:30 
No 7:05 show Wednesday January 16 
THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY 
Daily at:1 :30,4:20,6:55,9:20 
NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 
Daily at: 1:15,4:10,9:50 
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BLACK KIDS 
WIZARD OF AHHHS 
Okay Black Kids .. . even a clever 
band name, an even cleverer album 
title, and a perfect back-story (your 
singer is a male nanny for Pete's sake) 
can't fool me. Even though you're the 
cause of countless blown loads all over 
the blogosphere, all I can hear when 
listening to your debut is The Cure, The 
Cure, and yes, you guessed it: The Cure. 
Okay .. . maybe there's a little bit of 
Morrisey in there too, but only a pinch. 
It's as if you sat next to Robert Smith in 
music class and copied all his answers: 
The sunshiney keyboards and horns, the 
faux British vocals, the jangly guitars, 
the hopelessly romantic frontman, the 
bubblegum hooks-they're all there. 
Your debt to the emo pioneers is about 
as subtle as Robert Smith's eyeliner. 
Anyway, maybe I'm just being a cranky 
sack; Wizard of Ahhhs is actually a 
lot of fun, and you guys do get some 
brownie points for releasing the record 
for free via your MySpace page (www. 
myspace.comlblackkidsrock). 
-Luke Simcoe 
RAY CONDO AND HIS 
HARDROCK GONERS 
SELF-TITLED 
Hello Douglas College rockabilly 
fans ... yes, all two of you, loitering in 
the parking lot. The self-titled "Ray 
Condo and his Hardrock Goners" is 
marked throughout with a slick, sharp 
rockabilly sneer and Ray Condo's reedy, 
genre-shifting playing. Often referred to 
as "the best musician you'll never hear 
of' for his refusal to compromise the 
authenticity of his music by signing to 
a major label, Condo died in 2004. This 
CD is a compilation of Ray's earlier, 
wilder performances, recorded while 
he was living in Montreal. Outstanding 
tracks include a howling, haunting 
take on the traditional folk tune "St. 
James Infirmary," the greasy bump-and-
shimmy of "Crazy Date," and a tight, 
maniacal version of Carl Perkins's "Her 
Love Rubbed Off." These songs are 
blessed by vigorous performances on 
slap bass, pedal steel, rhythm guitar, and 
drums, while the more traditional folk 
numbers include fiddle and accordion. 
Indisputably, this CD deserves a 
place in the collection of anyone who 
appreciates roots music in its most fierce 
and authentic form. Pick up a copy, 
and play it on May 16, declared "Ray 
Condo Day" by the Vancouver music 
community in honour of his passing. 
-Leah Giesbrecht 
AGALLOCH 
ASHES AGAINST THE 
GRAIN 
Agalloch, Oregon's answer to Europe's 
metal monopoly, never disappoint-
except when it comes to touring, as 
they have yet to visit Vancouver. Still, 
it's easy to forgive the band while 
listening to their latest album. The 
band continues their seemingly endless 
journey through the landscapes of 
winter and desolation, while not coming 
across as whiny or tired. Although 
Ashes is well produced, it still emits a 
raw and authentic sound while blending 
acoustic and electric guitars. Agalloch 
has a signature sound that remains 
untarnished by the hauntingly clean 
melodies that entangle with the death 
vocals. The latest album is as lyrically 
and artistically organic as their previous 
efforts (such as Pale Folklore, 1999, 
and The Mantle, 2002), with tracks like 
"Limbs" and "The White Mountain 
on Which You Will Die" immersed in 
natural inspiration. "Not Unlike the 
Waves" is the perfect example of a band 
that seamlessly intertwines sub-genres 
and styles to create exceptionally epic 
songs. Ashes Against the Grain is a 
must for Agalloch fans and newcomers 
alike. 
- Laura Kelsey 
"Y our Ex-lover is Dead" by Stars is a peculiar fitdq. Moumful aad ponderous, the music seems to perfectly capture the sentiment canied by the words. 
~" song. Fouad on 2004's Set Yoursd/ on Fin, 
"Your Ex" is both wistful aad mesmeriziq in its 
combination of musicalll'l'lli1JeiDal aad nanative. 
Essentially ~bestnl. tho initial pace of the 
song, provided by an iDtemduently struck bass drum. 
is slow and elegiac-sometbing akin to a funeral 
D1IICh. With its liberal use of strings and horns, "Your 
Ex" is possessed by an intimacy typically reserved 
for small concert balls or private rooms. The almost 
whispered vocals of Torquil Campbell and Amy 
Milan, along with a loosely strummed electric guitar 
and forceful snare dnun give "Your Ex" its pop hoot, 
but the song seems to bear a greater resemblance to 
a chamber music recital. Considering the title of the 
song and the lyrics, the choice of musical style is 
12 
On the subject of the lyrics, "Your Ex" is a 
JUUTativc relating to a specific time and place. With 
clearly articulated and concrete imagery, its story-
telling style seems to draw the listener in closer: 
"captured a taxi despite all the rain/we drove in 
silence across Point Champlain/and all of that time 
you thought I was sad/1 was trying to remember your 
name." 
Although "Your Ex" sounds as if it's the 
direct personal experience of the songwriters, its 
very specificity gives the song its compelling force. 
Whether through compulsion or recognition, the 
listener is positioned as an eavesdropper, and forced 
to apprehend the private words of Campbell and 
Milan. 
PIPER DAVIS 
SELF-TITLED 
Full disclosure: My roommate is not 
only good friend with Ms. Piper Davis, 
but also sings back-up alongside the 
local songstress when she performs 
live. The only thing separating my 
room from my roommate 's room when 
I sleep at night is the kitchen. And do 
you know what the kitchen is full of? 
Knives. So, what I'm getting at here is 
that if I don't review Piper 's demo in a 
positive light, my roommate is going to 
sneak into my bedroom during the dark 
hours and shank me. Fortunately for 
me, spilling some favourable ink about 
this record is actually pretty easy. Piper 
sounds kind of like a soulful, slightly 
more brazen Leslie Feist, but she spins 
her lyrical yarns over curiously organic 
laptop funk instead of folky guitar. The 
result is both original and sporadically 
mesmerizing, and some of the songs are 
practically salivating to be remixed. The 
recordings would have benefited from 
some clearer vocals, as sometimes it's 
difficult to hear what Davis is singing 
about. But then again, it doesn't really 
matter, as her music strikes me as a dish 
best served holistically. Check her out 
for yourself on January 26 when she 
plays alongside Stolen Bicycles Gang at 
Hoko's on Powell St. 
-Luke Simcoe 
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Travel By Bus- A Survival Guide 
By Nikalas Kryzanowski 
A few words on extended bus travel. 
Not Translink but the other kind. If you 
fancy yourself a bit of an adventurer, the 
kind of person who can shake off a bit 
of adversity and discomfort if it means 
attaining a greater goal, then here is an 
experience that will really test your mettle 
and your sanity. I had the opportunity to 
suffer through the challenge with my 
girlfriend this past holiday season. 
In the interest of saving money 
while visiting family in Kingston, Ontario, 
we opted for the bus over plane or train. 
We stared down the open road for a mind-
numbing 150 hours or 9594 km (both 
ways), emerging on the other end feeling 
a bit stronger and wiser (sometimes you 
have to do something stupid to become 
smart). To quote Kingston's own musical-
comedy act The Arrogant Worms, 
"Canada's really big." 
Approach bus travel with an 
open heart and mind, by, say, imagining 
that you're in the Smashing Pumpkins 
video for the song "Today." Any minute 
the bus will pull over in the gently rolling 
and surreal sepia landscape. Everyone 
will get out and run to the hillside and 
start making out to mid-90's alt-rock. 
You see where I'm going with this: The 
mind wanders in such isolation; in fact, it 
wanders naked into the forest. If you don't 
allow it to roam then you might as well be 
in a coma. For me, I was perpetually at 
The Vinyl Cafe with Stuart McLean. 
Four provinces stand upright-
bumpy BC, ftatAlberta, fiat Saskatchewan, 
and piney Manitoba. That's only half the 
trip. The other half lies in Ontario-it 
deceives you by lying sideways. Driving 
from Kenora to Sudbury takes a full 24 
hours, and even then you're still in what 
they refer to as "Northern Ontario" -that 
vast expanse of pine trees that stand at 
attention along the highway and salute 
you as you pass, and then snicker at you 
out of sight. It wasn't until after another 
12 hours from Sudbury to Ottawa, and 
then Kingston, that we finally reached the 
Promised Land. 
Layovers 
swell up. Leg muscles play a big part in the 
circulatory system, which helps to pump 
blood back up the body. Letting them 
atrophy while trapped in a vertical sitting 
position, well that's a recipe for clotting 
and a little deep vein thrombosis-and 
nobody wants that. While you're outside, 
are usually allowed UUT ld I ~ •t • ? 
on these crazy nOU uO l agatn. 
feel free to do laps 
around the bus. 
If you find 
that you just can't 
sleep (and this will 
be most of the time) 
you can always 
~:·t~~~ ~~e ~~ Doubtful. Do I regret it? 
stop. Neither of our 
schedules permitted 
it. There was only 
Heck nor' 
time enough to do a whirlwind tour of the 
St. Lawrence Valley. If you're traveling 
to Ontario, then it is sound advice that 
once you start hallucinating-usually 
by Winnipeg-it is not unreasonable to 
spend a comfortable night in a hotel and 
pick up the trip the next morning. 
introduce yourself 
to your fellow bus-mates-those other 
lost souls. Chances are one of them will 
likely be keeping you awake anyway 
with coughing, snoring, or earsplitting 
headphone music. Some will pass through 
quickly and others will be on for the long 
haul, like you. If you bond with any of 
them, they can provide great insight into 
other unique and interesting parts of 
Canada. I learned about life in small town 
Saskatchewan from a little old lady on her 
way home to North Bay, Ontario, from 
Wolseley, Saskatchewan. She was visiting 
friends and filled me in on the small town 
gossip. It's not uncommon for small towns 
on the prairies to be extremely cliquey. 
Think Corner Gas. The town consists of 
a gas station, a diner, a grain elevator and 
not much else. This woman let me in that 
a new couple had just moved to Wolseley 
from Vancouver. Those big city folk were 
no doubt bringing their big city ways to 
Wolseley, obviously intent on changing 
everything. Why can't they leave well 
enough alone? Turns out the female ofthe 
pair got a job at the diner. There she was 
changing the very food they were used to 
eating and had eaten for generations. So 
they boycotted the diner. They told the 
owner that they refused to eat there while 
she was on shift cooking. Sure enough, 
Continued on Page 21 
No layovers were allowed here, 
though. At our special ticket rate of $228 
round trip, the one requirement was to 
suffer. It was to be three days and 17 
hours of uninterrupted travel, constantly 
wheeling down the Trans-Canada, 24 
hours a day. No showers and worst of all, 
no legroom. Long-term comfort is simply 
unattainable; on a crowded bus there is 
nothing to do but ball up a sweater and 
lean against the window. The bus 
did stop roughly every two hours at the 
lobbying of the smoking class, however. 
When such instances occur, it's always a 
good idea to always get off the bus and 
stretch your legs, even during 15-minute 
stops in the middle of God-knows-where 
at four o'clock in the morning. The 
importance of stretching cannot be over 
emphasized. On a gross note, you will 
find that the blood will pool in your legs 
causing your ankles and lower shins to 
Here are a few tips for survival on extended 
bus travel: 
-Travel in jimjams 
Denim is not compatible with all the 
squirming and shifting of trying to get 
comfortable. 
-Remove your socks at night 
They will start biting you by day two. 
-Bring lots of healthy snacks 
Greasy junk doesn't usually bode well for 
long periods of sitting. Also, bus stations 
are usually spaced far enough away from 
other restaurants so that riders are a captive 
market- hearty breakfast food will cost 
over $9. 
-The back three seats are not always the 
best seats 
Sure, you can stretch out but the toilet is 
right next to them, and the area usually 
smells like urine or worse as a result. Also, 
a random person usually gets on at the 
next collector stop and forces you into the 
middle seat of back seat sandwich. 
-Neither is the very front 
You can watch deer die but the front seat 
offers less legroom than other seats. 
-Bring reading material 
But be careful that you don 't get motion 
sickness from looking down too often. 
-Be courteous 
Remember that a bus is a close-quarters 
situation. Nobody likes that person on the 
bus who has the annoying or repulsive 
habits. 
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Give Clemens the benefit of the doubt 
Garth 
Mclennan 
sports editor 
T he Mitchell Report has cast a long · 
shadow on all of the accomplishments 
of those named in it by former Senator 
George J. Mitchell. Barry Bonds, Eric 
Gagne, Miguel Tejada, Mark McGuire 
and many more were accused of using 
performance-enhancing drugs: By far the 
most prolific 9f those players is superstar 
pitcher Roger Clemens. · 
,Clemens, 45, is one of the 
greatest pitcher of all time. He .has won 
, a record seven Cy Young Awards for 
pitching excellence, (as well as being the · 
oldest person to win the Cy Young), won · 
the 1986 AL MVP award, been an all-
star 11 times, and has won the Sporting 
News Pitcher of the Year award five · 
times. He ha two pitching-triple crowns, 
and is one of just nine players to record 
1000 plus strikeouts with more than one 
team, with the Yankees and the Boston 
Red Sox. H.e also has a remar~able 354 
career wins; being just the second player 
in the live-ball era to post more than 350. 
He is second al l time in career strikeouts 
with 4, 672, j ust behind Nolan Ryan. He 
is just one of four players to have more 
than 4000 career' strikeouts, and if .)le 
keeps playing, will likely reach 5000. 
All of these phenomenal 
accomplishments warrant a sure-fire 
ballot to the Hall ofF'!llle in Cooperstown, 
that is, until everything was cl)lled into · 
question with the release of the Mitchell 
Report, which mentioned Clemens 
82 times. It statesd· that 
Clemens has 'been using 
steroids· from .1998·2001 , 
and cites Clemens's 
former personal trainer 
Brian McNamee as its 
principal source. 
M cNamee 
claimeds in the report that 
he personally injected 
Clemens with Winstrol 
· in 1998, 2000, and 200.1 . 
Clemons has denied all of 
the allegations. 
The critics were quic~ 
to condemn Clemens. 
Fellow pitching superstar 
Curt Schi ll ing has call~d 
for Clemons to turn in four 
bf his Cy Young Awards 
unless, he can provide 
proof to clear his name. 
, · With all due 
respect to Schilling, who 
i~ a future Hall of Fame 
member and one ·of the best pitchers 
ever, what he said was one of stupidest 
· things I've heard in a long time. 
I mean; come on. So according 
to Schilling, Chimens is guil ty unless he 
, can provide ~videnee that he's iiUlocent. · 
.. What is this, COlpinun,.ist Russia'? Correct 
me if I'm wrong, but I was. under the 
impression that it was the other way 
around. I thought, idiotically I guess, 
those here in North America people were 
innocent- until proven guilty. 
The problem is, it won't really 
matter. The Mitchell Report has been so 
publicized and become so fampus that 
people will forever refer to the names 
of those on it with doubt and suspicion, 
regardless of whether or not they are . 
ever actually proven to 'be guilty. 
It's a bit sad, really. Clemens . 
bas never failed a drug test, and the fact 
fs ,that Brian McN~unee, the trainer who 
informed Mitchell of Clemens's alleged 
· steroid habits, ·is at best an 'unreliable 
. . 
witness. He's changed his tale of the 
events to avoid being prosecuted, and 
is now soaking up the glory of bringing 
down the reputation of the Rocket. 
Also, just take a look at Roger 
Clemens. Honestly, does his body look 
like that of a steroid 
user~? His · size hasn't 
changed much over the 
course of his career, 
unlike Barry Bonds, 
Mark McGuire and 
Sammy Sosa. Look 
at those three. All of 
them were normal, 
average sit;ed guys at 
the beginning 9f their 
careers. Then, as their 
careers progre~sed 
and they got older, 
their bodies ballooned 
to ridiculous sizes. 
That didn't happen to 
Clemens. 
Clemens has 
said, while strong!y 
denying that he ever 
. used any form 9f 
performance-enhancing 
drug, that he is 
disappointed that after 
25 years in .the public spotlight; he hasn't' 
been given the benefit of the doubt or 
time to properly· defend himsel-f. He 
couldn't be more right. 
. . This Clemens is a guy who is a 
multi-time Worfd Series Champion and 
quite possibly the greatest pitcher ever; 
we s}lould all show him a little more 
respect. 
Paralympians Left Out ·in the Cold 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor ' 
Canada's ne~ly unveiled plan to 
financially reward Olympic athletes 
who bring home medals will not include 
winning athletes from the Paralympic 
and Special Olympic Games. 
The Canadian Olympic 
Committee pays gold medal winning 
competitors $20,000, silver medalists 
$15,000, and bronze medal winners 
$10,000. Athletes receive multiple 
payments for every medal they win. 
The Canadian Paralympic 
Organization has stated they lack the 
necessary funding to instilute· such a 
program. Reactions were mixed on the 
decision. 
"We go to great lengths in 
this country to make sure that our 
Paralympians are viewed and perceived 
as equal and so it does seem a little bit 
like a slap in the face and a step backward 
to not keep the parity going with this 
program also," said Stacy Kohut, an 
advocate of parity in Canadian sports 
funding. One suggestion that Kohut had 
was to put a cap on rewards per medals 
won by paralympians, who often win a 
number of medals. "I'm sure if 
you were to just take a common poll on 
the street comer and ask 10 citizens of 
this country what they think, they would 
all say it is not fair." 
"At the moment, the Canadian 
Paralympic Organization only has so 
many dollars and from that perspective 
I would rather see it fund the training 
programs ... we don't have a chance 
to become medal contenders," said 
Matthew Hallat, a disabled alpine skier 
who lives in Whistler but is at present 
training out of Colorado. 
Hallat also cautioned that 
people should be mindful of saying things 
are "unfair," noting that professional 
Paralympic athletes have many other 
opportunities. Hallat is presently 
sponsored by McElhanney Consulting 
Services, and obtains a surplus amount 
of cash from official associations. 
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The Washington Capitals have made 
a large investment in their future by 
locking up superstar sniper Alexander 
Ovechk:in, 22, to an astronomical 13-
year contract worth a staggering $124 
million. The deal runs through the 2020-
21 season, and by the time it expires, 
Ovechkin will be 35, The contract 
averages out to $9.5 million per year, but 
like many long-term deals these days, is 
front loaded. He will make $9 million 
for the next six seasons, and $10 million 
for the following seven years after that. 
After several seasons, a selective trade 
clause kicks in, where the team can only 
trade Ovechkin to a destination of his 
choosing. 
Astonishingly, Ovechkin 
negotiated directly with Washington 
owner Ted Leonis without an agent. This 
means that he won 't have to pay a penny 
in representation fees. 
The deal is definitely a gamble 
for Leonis, who, as many will remember, 
is still suffering the repercussions of 
signing Jaromir Jagr to an albatross 8-
year, $88 million contract back in 2001. 
Ovechkin's massive contract is 
the most lucrative in NHL history and 
the first deal to surpass the $100 million 
mark. However, it is not the longest 
ever. That honour goes to Rick Dipietro 
of the New York Islanders, who earlier 
thts year agreed to terms of a 15-year 
contract worth $4.5 million per season. 
Lengthy contract extensions 
have been the norm this season in the 
NHL. Recently, the Philadelphia Flyers 
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Ovechkin signs biggest 
'" deal in NHL history 
signed franchise cornerstone Mike 
, Richards to a 12-year, $69 million pact, 
and the Anaheim Ducks penned their 
young star, Ryan Getzlaf, to a five-year, 
$26.625 million deaL Some league 
observers have criticised the length of 
these deals, saying that it takes away 
some of the excitement factor as it makes 
the said players virtually untradeable. 
"I'm a risk taker, and if you're 
going to make a long term investment, 
who else would you do it with? This 
takes away any of the issues of how 
coffimitted we are to winning a Cup, 
how committed we are to keeping a team 
together." Said Leonis. 
During his two and a half 
years in the NHL, Ovechkin has firml y 
established himself as the far and away 
best goal scorer in the league, Drafted first 
overall by Washington in the 2004 NHL 
entry draft, Ovechkin won the Calder 
Trophy as the NHL's rookie of the year 
in 2005, beating out last season's MVP 
Sidney Crosby. In his rookie campaign, 
Ovechkin finished in a tie for third in 
the scoring race with a remarkable 103 
points. Crosby finished one point behind 
with 102. , 
That same season, Ovechkin 
blew past Crosby in goals, finishing m a 
tie for third in the league with 52. Crosby 
notched 39, Besides winning the rookie 
of the year award, Ovechk:in was also 
named to the NHL's first all-star team at 
left wiP.g, 
Alexander the Great set a 
number of records in his rookie season, 
He led the league in shots on goal ( 425) 
which set a record for freshmen; his 103 
points were the most ever by a Russian 
rookie in the league, and the most by a 
first-year left winger. Ovechkin recorded 
at least a point in his first eight NHL 
games to set a record for the longest 
career opening scoring streak by a first 
overall pick. 
Ovechkin 's second NHL season 
wasn 't quite as productive as his first, 
but he was still phenomenal, he picked 
up 92 points to finish 13'h in the scoring 
race, but his 46 goals placed him alone 
in fourth in league goal totals. He was 
again named to the league's first all-star 
team, led the NHL in shots on goal, and 
for the second straight season was the 
recipient of the Kharlamov trophy, given 
annually to the NHL's top Russian born 
player 
At the time of his monster 
contract signing, Ovechkin was tied for 
ninth in scoring with 52 points, tied for 
second in the NHL in goals with 32, and 
leading the league in power play goals 
with 13. 
Since his inception into the 
league, Ovechkin has scored more total 
goals than anybody, Through 206 NHL 
game!>, Ovechkin has 130 goals, 120 
assists, and 250 points, He was recently 
named to the NHL all-star game for the 
second consecutive year. He is the only 
player m more than fitty years to play in 
the all-star game in his first two years in 
the league. There was no all-star game 
during Ovechk:in's rookie season due 
to the NHL's participation in the 2006 
Winter Olympics. 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
During his tenure in 
Washington, Ovechk:in's play has clearly 
made him the greatest Capital of all 
time. He scored 100 career points in 
just 77 games, and reached the 100 goal 
mark in only 169. During his first three 
seasons with the club, Ovechk:in has led 
the team in goals and points every year. 
At the time of his signing, Ovechkin was 
leading the franchise in goals, power 
play goals, points, shots, hits, 
Outside of the NHL, Ovechkin 
has been equally dominant on the 
international scene while playing for 
Russia . He has played in three World 
Junior Championships, winning gold 
in 2002, and silver in 2004. He was the 
captain of the 04 squad, and was named 
that tournament 's top forward, with 11 
points in six games. 
Despite his young age, 
Ovechkin has already represented 
Russia at the Senior World Hockey 
Championships tour umes, m '0-J., '05, 
'06, and '07, takin~ the bronze medal m 
2005 and 2007. At the '06 event, he was 
named to the tournament 's all-star team. 
Ovechkin :tlso played for Russia 
at the '06 Olympics, helpin§! the team w 
a fourth place timsh while bemg selected 
to the all-star team for the games. He 
also competed in the ·o4 World Cup of 
Hocke). 
Only time will tell whethe; 
or not this deal will be remembered :ts 
a masterpiece or as a colossal waste of 
money, but at this moment, it looks like 
the Washington Capitals have a supers:ar 
they can count on for a long, long, t1me. 
Legwand, Richards, 
Sign Long-Term 
Contracts 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
The Nashville Predators have signed 
their all-time lead goal scorer, 27-year-
old David Legwand, to a six-year, $27 
million contract extension. The new deal 
will pay Legwand, who has played his 
entire eight-year NHL career with the 
Predators, an average of $4.5 million per 
season. 
Legwand was Nashville's first 
ever draft pick, taken second overall in 
the 1998 draft. He is also Nashville's 
all-time leader in goals and points, and 
is second in assists and games played. 
Legwand had career highs for goals, 
assists and points last season with 27, 36, 
and 63, respectively. 
"This is the first step moving 
forward under new ownership and is a 
sign of commitment, a desire to win, and a 
desire to keep the core of our young team 
together in Nashville," said Nashville's 
GM and Vice President, David Poile. 
Mike Richards was signed to 
a monster 12-year, $69 million contract 
by his drafting team, the Philadelphia 
Hyers. It is the second longest deal in 
the NHL at the moment, behind Rick 
DiPietro's 15-year pact with the New 
York Islanders and averages out to $5.75 
million per season. The deal will keep 
Richards in a Hyers uniform, barring a 
trade, until at least 2020. Richards was 
set to become a restricted free agent 
at the end of this season, meaning he 
would have been available for all teams 
to sign. 
Richards has clearly been in 
the Hyers' long-term plans since he was 
drafted 241h overall in 2003. At the time 
of his signing, Richards was the Flyer's 
leading scorer and was tied for sixth in 
the NHL scoring race. He was named 
an assistant captain earlier this season at 
just 22 years old. 
Richards is a proven winner. He 
captained the 2005 Canadian WorldJunior 
Championship team to a gold medal for 
the first time since 1997. In 2003 he was 
a leading member of the Memorial Cup 
champion Kitchener Rangers. He wotrld 
then joined the Hyers' AHL affiliate 
club, the Philadelphia Phantoms, for their 
Calder Cup championship run. During 
those playoffs, Richards led the loop 
in shorthanded goals, finished second 
in rookie playoff scoring, and averaged 
more than a point per game. 
The Hyers also extended coach 
John Stevens' contract by one year. 
Stevens has been highly instrumental 
in the team's progression back to 
respectability. Stevens, 41, led the 
Flyer's top AHL affiliate, the Phantoms, 
to the Calder Cup in 2005. 
Detroit Red Wings superstar 
defenseman Nicklas Lidstrom has 
signed a two-year contract extension 
for $7.45 million per season. Lidstrom, 
37, is a five-time recipient of the Norris 
Trophy as the NHL's top blueliner, and is 
currently on his way to a sixth this year. 
Lidstrom is actually taking a 
pay cut from this year's salary of $7.6 
million. He is now committed to the Red 
Wings until at least 2010. During his 15 
years in a Wings jersey, Lidstrom has 
established himself as one of the best 
players of his generation, and has taken 
over as captain of the Wings after the 
retirement of Steve Yzerman. 
"Nick has been the best 
defenseman in the world for several 
years, he's a great captain and role model 
who does everything right both on and off 
the ice," said Detroit's GM Ken Holland. 
"We're proud to have him continue as a 
Red Wing for another two years." 
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Auld Traded ... Again 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
G oaltender Alex Auld has joined his 
fourth NHL team in the last 19 months. 
This time it's the Boston Bruins. The 
Phoenix Coyotes dealt Auld, 26, to the 
Boston Bruins for minor leaguer Nate 
DiCasmirro and a 2009 fifth-round draft 
pick. 
Auld's time in with the Coyotes 
was doomed after Phoenix picked up 
goalie Ilya Bryzgalov from the Anahiem 
Ducks. Bryzgalov has played brilliantly 
for the Coyotes, spelling the end for 
Auld. 
Auld was a highly touted 
prospect with the Vancouver Canucks 
only to ultimately see his star fall 
during his tenure as a replacement 
player following Dan Cloutier's injured 
2005-06 season. Auld was average at 
best while in Vancouver, and had a 
discouraging penchant for giving up 
high shots. He was traded as a part of the 
infamous Bertuzzi-Luongo deal to the 
Florida Panthers. 
Tiger Woods has won his third 
consecutive PGA Tour Player of the Year 
award. Woods has now won the honor 
nine times in the past 11 years. 
Woods, 31, was selected as 
professional golf's best player through 
a vote by his peers after winning seven 
times on tour this year. Woods won the 
PGA Championship, the final major 
of the year, for his thirteenth major 
victory. 
Woods led the PGA Tour in 
money earnings this year, as well, to 
bring home the Arnold Palmer Award as 
the tour's top money earner. Tiger won 
over $10 million; however, he really 
raked in much more than that through 
his massive endorsement deals. It was 
the eighth time Woods has won the 
money title. 
Another prize Tiger won was 
the Bryon Nelson Trophy, awarded 
Auld then signed a one-year 
free agent contract with Phoenix and had 
to again compete with other goaltenders. 
He was used sparingly and assigned to 
the minors for a short time. Auld was 
waived multiple times before being dealt 
to Boston. Auld will be in tough again 
for starting time as Boston currently has 
Manny Fernandez, Tim Thomas hot shot 
prospect Tukka Rask. 
annually to the player with the lowest 
scoring average on tour. Tiger led the 
pack with a remarkable 67.79 scoring 
average. 
Sidney Crosby, the Pittsburgh 
Penguins 20-year old captain, was the 
recipient of the Lou Marsh Award as 
Canada's top athlete for 2007. Crosby 
had impressive credentials this past year, 
winning the Hart, Art Ross, and Lester 
Pearson trophies as well as becoming 
the youngest captain in NHL history. 
Not since Mario Lemieux 
captured the Marsh award in 1993 has 
a hockey player won it. The award 
is named after Lou Marsh, who was 
a hockey and boxing referee as well 
as editor of the Toronto Star for many 
years. Runners up for the award were 
Steve Nash, Erik Guay, Steve Molitor 
and Adam Van Koeverden. Speed skater 
Cindy Klassen won the prize last year. 
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Canucks Ownership Battle Comes to a Close 
... for now 
By Garth McLennan 
The 60-day trial that decide~ the fate 
of the Vancouver Canuck's ownership 
has finally ended. Current Canucks owner 
Francesco Aquilini will retain ownership 
of the franchise he purchased from John 
McCaw in 2004 for $250 million. 
The trial was a vicious fight, 
with both sides tearing into the other's 
credibility. The origins of the lawsuit, 
which was started by Tom Gaglardi 
and Ryan Beedie suing Aquilini for 
ownership of the Canucks, originally 
arose in November 2003. 
At the time, Gaglardi and 
Beedie, two local businessmen, alleged 
that they had a partnership with Aquilini, 
and that together the three men had 
made a plan to buy the team. However 
Aquilini later had a supposed falling out 
with Gaglardi, causing him to abandon 
the group. Gaglardi and Beedie say that 
this removed Aquilini from the bidding 
process. 
Gaglardi and Beedie continued 
to pursue their attempts to acquire the 
Canucks franchise after Aquilini left the 
partnership in March 2004. From that 
time until November 2004, the Gaglardi 
and Beedie in tandem· negotiated with 
McCaw for ownership of the team. 
Meanwhile, Aquilini, after failing to 
reconcile with Gaglardi and Beedie, 
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entered into talks with McCaw to obtain 
20 percent of the team. McCaw did not 
inform Gaglardi and Beedie that he had 
begun talks withAquilini. He later upped 
his offer to 50 percent, and, after McCaw, 
Gaglardi and Beedie were unable to come 
to terms on an agreement, purchased 
half the Canucks from McCaw. Aquilini 
would later procure the other half as well 
in November 2006. 
of their negotiations were informal at 
best. Therefore, he had no obligation to 
inform Gaglardi and Beedie of his desire 
to buy the team. 
The bulk of the trial was spent 
with both sides discussing numerous 
meetings, emails, and other forms of 
communication between the two parties. 
Aquilini, 46, is most likely going to seek 
all of his costs to be 
Gaglardi 
and Beedie claimed 
that McCaw, his 
chief lieutenant Stan 
McCammon, and 
Aquilini had acted in 
bad faith, and in their 
lawsuit demanded that 
McCaw accept their 
October, 2004 proposal. 
uln the end, Wedge 
ruled that no part-
nership existed be-
tween Aquilini and 
paid for by Gaglardi 
and Beedie. He also 
didn't rule out a 
possible defamation 
lawsuit against the 
pair. 
Should 
the other two." Gaglardi and Beedie 
appeal the decision, 
which is anticipated, the total bill, 
including court costs, lawyer fees and 
other expenses, is e.xpected to be around 
a hefty $10 million. 
Aquilini and his legal team, for 
their part, painted Gaglardi and Beedie 
as sore losers who were unable to close 
the deal for the Canucks and were suing 
out of spite. 
The majority of the trial 
was based on establishing whether 
or not Aquilini had a real partnership 
with Gaglardi and Beedie. Aquilini 
maintained, and Justice Catherine Wedge, 
who presided over the trial, eventually 
agreed, that he had no firm agreement 
with Gaglardi and Beedie, and that all 
In the end, Wedge ruled that no 
partnership existed betweenAquilini and 
the other two, and even if there was one, 
it officially ceased when Aquilini left the 
group to pursue the team on his own, and 
he therefore had no legal responsibility 
to inform Gaglardi and Beedie of 
anything. 
"I have concluded that the 
relationship among Gaglardi, Beedie, 
and Aquilini was not one of partnership 
or joint ventures," said Wedge. 
Gaglardi and Beedie have said 
that McCaw should have told them he 
was considering selling the team to other 
parties. In August of 2004, Gaglardi and 
Beedie signed an agreement with McCaw 
that stipulated that McCaw would 
negotiate exclusively with Gaglardi 
and Beedie. The agreement expired on 
October 1, 2004. Soon after, negotiations 
between McCaw and Aquilini heated 
up. 
McCawstatedrepeatedlyincourt 
that he never breached this agreement 
by negotiating with Aquilini , before 
it ran its course and wasn't extended. 
Gaglardi and Beedie questioned how it 
was possible for McCaw and Aquilini to 
put a deal together so quickly when they 
endured months of fruitless talks with 
McCaw. 
Gaglardi and Beedie are 
members of two of the wealthiest families 
in Vancouver. Beedie, 39, and his fllmily 
is the largest landlord of industrial space 
in British Columbia. Gaglardi, 40, and 
his family own a number of profitable 
businesses including the Sandman 
Hotel chain, Moxie's, a number of 
Denny's restaurants, and the Shark Club 
nightclubs. 
Perfect Patriots 
By Garth McLennan 
They had their doubters, critics, and 
skeptics, but the New England Patriots 
didn't let anything stop them on their 
way to the NFL's first perfect regular 
season since 1972. 
The Patriots made the NFL 
their playground this season, going 16-0, 
and for the most part, utterly dominating 
their outmatched opponents. 
Tom Brady established himself 
as the league 's best player after a 
tremendous campaign in which he set 
an NFL record for touchdown passes, 
throwing two in the final game against 
the New York Giants to finish the season 
with 50, eclipsing Peyton Manning's 
markof49. 
Randy Moss vaulted himself 
back into the league's list of best receivers 
as he set a new touchdown catch record 
of 23, including two in the last game. He 
breaks Jerry Rice's 1987 record of 22, 
set with the San Francisco 49ers. 
There were a number of 
remarkable Patriot acts this year. The 
franchise set a number 
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franchise was handed a stiff $250,000 
fine. Furthermore, the Patriots were 
stripped of their first round draft choice 
in the upcoming 2008 NFL entry draft, 
with their pick going to the Jets. 
While the Patriots blew most 
teams out of the water this season, 
they were nearly upset by the underdog 
Baltimore Ravens, having to win in 
dramatic fashion with 
of NFL records, 
including most wins 
in a season, most total 
points scored, most 
team touchdowns, 
and most consecutive 
wins. New England 
has now won 19 
straight regular 
season contests going 
back to last season. 
They bested their 
own record of 18 
••They are just 
the fourth 
seconds remaining on 
the clock. In the final 
week of the season, 
New England was 
down a season high 
12 points against the 
Giants before storming 
back to win the game. 
team ever to 
accomplish 
the feat.'' 
New England 
now joins the exclusive 
perfect season club. 
They are just the fourth 
team to accomplish 
from 2003-2004. 
While they managed to burst 
through all obstacles this year, there 
were a number of distractions and close 
calls. 
There was the now infamous 
"Spygate" incident in September, in 
which a New England video assistant 
was caught illegally filming the New 
York Jets defensive signals during the 
opening game of the season. Head coach 
Bill Belichick was fined an NFL record 
$500,000 penalty, while the Patriots 
the feat, joining the 
1934 and 1942 Chicago Bears and the 
1972 Miami Dolphins as the NFL's only 
perfect teams. 
New England's 2007-08 legacy 
is still to be determined. They must 
triumph in the playoffs for their historic 
season to be truly complete. Only a Super 
Bowl victory will satisfy the fans and 
critics alike. However, judging by their 
amazing regular season, it's safe to say 
that no one will bet against the Patriots 
in the postseason. 
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Campus Happenings 
By Laura Kelsey, Staff Photographer 
20 
Alysia MacGrotty, the External Eelations Officer of the 
Douglas Students' Union displays her loyalty at the DSU 
table during Douglas College's Welcome Week. 
Other Press Editor in Chief J.J. McCullough also mans a table in 
the concourse during Welcome Week. Shockingly, he does not 
read the Other Press to pass the time. 
Members of the College's Department of New Students Tanis (left) and Nicole (right) serve up delicious treats and fun games to 
new and old student alike at their table. 
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For-Pay MP3s are Still the Best Bet Travel By Bus- A Survival Guide 
By Dennis Leong By Nikalas Kryzanowski 
understand: the casual music fan doesn't 
want the whole CD. The casual music 
fan wants the one hit single from that 
80's band so they can put it on at their 
house p¥t)' and everyone can laugh at 
the dated music or remember that kiss 
in the backseat with Bobby the football 
captain back in senior high. This is why 
those late night commercials flogging 
K-Tel compilations do so well: casual 
music fans don't religiously follow 
bands and artists from the start to the end 
of their careers. Music is a soundtrack to 
their lives and thus a nostalgia factor for 
them now. Face it, the record companies 
created the casual music fan. They 
wanted to spoon-feed us formulaic 
radio hits to guarantee a return on their 
investment, and it now it has backfired 
on them. 
The last few generations have 
grown up with a steady barrage of 
media so it's not surprising that we've 
come to create personal relationships 
and identify with people who share our 
favourite music and television shows. 
We were told what to listen to via radio 
and physical releases of vinyl singles 
and records. Over the years, record 
companies have seen their power over 
us erode and they have floundered while 
Continued from Page 8 
we, the consumers, have embraced our 
new freedoms. We finally have the clout 
where we can have our voices heard 
over the rights we have to use the music 
we purchase. We are holding up our 
mp3 players in solidarity and saying in 
unison, "See this? You're not making it 
easy for us to get the music we want so 
we're going to get it from someone with 
easier access." 
In the end, it's a matter of the 
rights of the copyright owners and the 
copyright users. When I purchase a CD, 
should I not be purchasing the right to 
listen to the song as I see fit? I should 
be able to listen to it on my CD player, 
play it for my friend, or cut out a snippet 
to use as a ring tone on my phone. It's 
what we all want from the music we 
love. Why can't the industry see that 
and give us what we want instead of 
alienating us and trying to control how 
we use the products we buy? They are 
only fighting a losing war and in the end 
musicians and music fans alike will only 
suffer so much before taking things into 
their own hands and create a completely 
new business modeL And that's the day 
when the rec~rd giants of old will fall. 
she didn't last long and things were set 
straight again. It goes to show the power 
of a single voice where the people are 
fewer. 
Of course, no road trip is 
complete without trauma. While we were 
dozing and drifting in serene silence in 
the final six hours of our trip, we were 
suddenly shaken awake by the bus's hom, 
then felt the brakes slam, and within a 
moment absorbed the sickening thud of 
something substantial on the business end 
of a screaming metal tube. Somewhere 
between North Bay and Petawawa is 
a family of deer in mourning. Seven of 
them had bounded onto the road and the 
driver had killed one. On the bright side, 
Santa was okay and some men came 
along with a pick up truck and took the 
poor deer away. In nearby Maniwaki 
they feasted that holiday season. There is 
always a silver lining. Upon disembarking 
in Ottawa, we noticed the front of the bus 
was smeared in blood, which we thought 
of as a fitting end of this trial by fire- the 
first half anyway. · 
The way back featured just as 
much excitement. There was a Wizard of 
Oz moment, when one of the bus's side 
windows blew off three hours outside 
of Medicine Hat, exposing everyone to 
Plenty of Good Picks in the Republican Crop 
By JJ McCullough · 
which gives him that most sought-after 
quality of all-electability. 
In the more conventional GOP 
mould we have former Tennessee Senator 
Fred Thompson and former Arkansas 
Governor Mike Huckabee. In contrast to 
the Romney-Rudy axis, both Thompson 
and Huckabee have tried to market 
themselves as the untainted alternative, 
consistently conservative even when it 
was difficult or untashiortable to be so. 
Thompson could have been a 
great candidate. He is by far the most 
adult and mature of any of the other 
men in the race, the easiest to imagine 
sitting at the presidential desk, and the 
most calm and rational in his policy 
statements. He holds almost no chance 
of a<;tually becoming president, however, 
largely because he refuses to play the 
Washington game. Having taken a 
five-year absence from the Congress to 
pursue his successful Hollywood career, 
Thompson now carries himself as a man 
who is consistently bored and frustrated 
by modem politics. Surly in debates and 
a lazy campaigner, he has a decidedly 
Clintonian air of entitlement about him, 
which seems to . cancel out his many 
other attractive qualities. 
Huckabee, for his part, is an 
interesting fellow because of the vastly 
different way in which he is perceived by 
various factions of the political spectrum. 
As the most outwardly religious man 
in the GOP race, the left has become 
predictably hysterical with disgust and 
outrage over Huckabee 's piety, raising 
the usual rhetoric about the "pending 
theocracy" that will come with voting 
Republican. Yet various sectors of the 
Republican far-right, both social and 
economic, similarly view Huckabee with 
distain and distrust. As a former Baptist 
minister, Huckabee seems to actually 
take the t~achings of Jesus Christ a bit 
more seriously than some would prefer. 
His pledges to feed and clothe America's 
poor and illegal populations have earned 
great contempt from the Ann Coulters of 
the world, while his vows to protect the 
middle class at the expense of the greedy 
rich-whom he does little to hide his 
contempt for-have generated ire from 
the party's libertarian-minded corl>orate 
backers. 
Amidst the clashing flaws 
and controversies of these relative 
newcomers, it's possible that Arizona 
Senator John McCain may be able emerge 
as the surprise consensus candidate of 
the Republican Party. Becoming an 
establishment choice would be an odd 
turn for a man who has spent much of his 
political career rejecting the dogma of the 
party elites, and proudly celebrates his 
controversially bi-partisan approaches 
to dealing with issues like campaign 
finance reform and immigration. 
Though a commitment to 
compromise and concession may anger 
the hardliner set, McCain's proven 
willingness to "reach across the isle" 
has made him exceeding popular with 
Democrats (remember that John Kerry 
himself once courted him as a possible 
running mate) and may thus be able to 
prairie snow squalls and whipping winds. 
We also had a bus driver between Calgary 
and Kelowna with no sense of direction. It 
may have been his first day, and to be fair 
his GPS system had stopped functioning, 
but he had to call up a passenger to guide 
him to the Vernon bus station and then 
the Kelowna station. 
My keener side came out while 
on the open road as my first semester 
Canadian Geography textbook came 
to life: The Dominion Land Survey, the 
CPR, Prairie homesteads! They were 
all there! You really can see your dog 
run away for three days out there. The 
issues that manifest only as the text of a 
newspaper seemed to take on a real form. 
I couldn't help but notice the young man 
get off the bus at tiny Pic Mobert First 
Nations Reserve in Northern Ontario as 
he walked past giant signage welcoming 
him home, with the subheading informing 
that Pic Mobert is a dry community that 
takes care of its young. 
Would I do it again? Doubtful. 
Do I regret it? Heck no! It may be tedious 
and it may hurt a lot, but it there are many 
ways that travelling by bus enriches and 
expands the scope of your experiences; 
and isn't that the reason we ' re here? 
siphon off some liberal voters who are 
unnerved by Barack Obama's lack of 
experience, or Hillary Clinton's general 
Hillary Clintonness. 
At the end of the day, the 
Republican Party has five remarkably 
attractive candidates to pick from, all 
of whom are charismatic, thoughtful, 
and engaging, as well as politically 
pragmatic and intellectually savvy. More 
than anything else, with the possible 
exception of Thompson, the gang are 
also extremely strong and disciplined 
campaigners, with strong teams, good 
staff, and most importantly-a strortg 
desire to win. 
It 's fine if Democrats want to 
dismiss them, but they do so at their own 
peril. 
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Lawyer's Humorous T -Shirt Fails to 
Win Over Judge 
"Salty" 
Liam Britten 
resident all-star 
NEW WESTMINSTER, BC-During closing 
statements on behaif of his client in a divorce case, 
defence ·lawyer Timothy Hamilton 's case rapidly fell 
apart on him when his strategy of using a clever t-shirt 
did not impress presiding justice Nicole Garson. 
Hamilton, a lawyer of 16 years, in the midst 
of summing up his defence case, felt that his summary 
needed "a little sparkle." In the past, Harrulton has 
brought a young crying child or a cuddly puppy to 
court to appeal to judges, but he had decided th'at he 
needed "a new angle." 
"Theoretically, it should have worked," 
Hamilton told the Other Press. "I mean, in 
Morgentaler et: al. v. Her Majesty The Queen in 1988, 
defence .lawyer Sam Hagan managed to win over the 
Supreme Court :With knock-knock jokes. I thought this 
t-shirt I bought would' ve killed." · 
However, .the t~shirt was completely 
i neffective. Purchased on the popular website 
· snorgtees.com, the shirt featured a picture of a -covered 
wagon , with the caption "You have died of dysentery," 
a reference to the classic computer game Oregon Trail. 
"I don 't get it," Justice Garson told Hamilton 
at the shirt 's unveiling. "Are you implying that I am 
of advanced age by the covered wagon? Or are you 
saying I am of ill health?" 
" Of course not, Magistrate," a flustered 
Hamilton replied. "It 's from Oregon Trail. Remember 
that computer game from the 80's? Oregon Trail?" 
"Why would I know what that is?" an 
annoyed Garson retorted. "I was 50 at the end of the 
80 's, I don 't play computer games, and why the hell 
would anyone even remember some stupid computer 
game from almost 30 years ago? This court rules in 
favour of the plaintiff. Mr. Hamilton, your client is 
ordered to pay alimony and child support." 
Hamilton's client, Georg Kranski, is 
"extremely disappointed" in that his lawyer.!s ehciee-
of ba$ing based the case on a shirt. Kranski has told 
the Other Press that he and Hamilton had clashed over 
the particulars of his defence. 
"To ·be frank, I don't think I'll be hiring Mr. 
Hamilton again," Kranski said in an interview. "For 
one thing, l would've gone with the one about the two 
nuns who walked into the bar; that joke cracks me 
up." 
Timmy Peters Wins First Grade Election 
·Primary in Surprise Landslide 
By "Salty" L iam Britten . 
WASHINGTON, DC-An election shocker unfolded 
last Thursday as Timmy Peters of the Broccoli is Stupid 
Party pulled off a stunning comeback to win the First 
Grade primary in his quest to become Class President 
at Lafayette Elementary School. 
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Peters, 6, stunned analysts and pundits 
who had written him off after he had failed to make 
any headway .· in the Kindergarten primary, and 
accidentally called his teacher "Mommy" a few 
days earlier. 
"First graders, thank you very much for 
voting for me," Peters said in his victory speech to 
napping supporters. "With your help, I will make it 
to Class President, and will use my power to make 
Principal [Gail Lynn] Main eat doody, because she 
smells bad and is stupid." 
The Peters campaign had run into trouble 
earlier this week. After the Kindergarten primary, 
Peters showed uncharacteristic emotion when he 
cried during recess after his juice got knocked over. 
"People think that elections are about voting and 
stuff, but it's not," he said teary-eyed. "It's about 
stuff like, I dunno, it 's about, uh, it's like picking 
who's best at things." 
However, Peters did have several 
advantages going in to the First Grade primary; 
Peters has always polled very favourably with 
students who like Yu-Gi-Oh, and he pulled fellow 
candidate Becky Smith's hair on Tuesday, which has 
been described by classmates as "awesome." 
Smith, who placed a dismal fourth in the 
primary, has never been popular with first graders. 
Focus groups have reported that she is "a fatty"., who 
may or may not like Alex 0 . Her fourth-place finish is 
even more disappointing as she had given away half a 
box of cookies to win votes, as opposed to Peters' mere 
two packs of "Dunk-A-Roos." 
On the other side of the election, Wanda Tsu of 
the More Tag at Recess Party maintained her momentum 
. and took the primary victory on her party 's side. 
Tsu has always been popular to first graders 
for beating up Tom Feingold, sharing during playtime, 
and her support of decreasing government regulations 
in the energy and mining sectors. 
"Government shouldn 't take money at the gas 
station, that 's what my daddy says," Tsu told reporters 
at her election HQ at the monkey bars. "He also say 
that mommy is a liar because she take money from him 
too." 
Tsu's victory additionally prompted fellow 
More Tag party candidate Donald Berg to drop out of 
the race. His party has stated that this loss, coupled with 
fundraising issues and the fact that he wet his pants at 
lunch have contributed to the decision. 
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This Guy Has ''Easily'' Been Listening to the 
Pink Mountaintops at Least a Year 
Before You Have 
By "Sruty" Liam Britten 
VANCOUVER, BC-A calm Friday night 
at the pub was marred by douchebaggery last 
Thursday when your passing comment about 
Vancouver band the Pink Mountaintops was 
immediately shot down by Gavin Raycroft, 
a guy you hang out with sometimes. 
Ray croft, 21, is a hipster and fan of 
the Vancouver indie music scene. He was, 
until your comment in question, calmly 
drinking beer with you and your three 
friends. However your off-hand mention 
of the Vancouver indie rock group afforded 
Raycroft an opportunity no hipster douche 
could ever pass up; with this one topic 
of conversation, he could talk about an 
obscure band, make someone feel inferior, 
and totally dominate the conversation all at 
the same time. 
"So I checked out this new band 
that was pretty awesome," you told the table. 
"Ever heard of the Pink Mountaintops?" 
As soon as the words escaped 
your mouth, Raycroft decided it was time 
to show off his intensive knowledge on a 
subject that no one, including you, really 
gave a damn about. 
"Pfft, know them? I've been 
practically following them from the start. I 
can't believe you've just heard of them," he 
began. "Yeah, I've been listening to them 
since they came out with their self-titled 
back in '04. Which album did you hear? 
Was it Axis Of Evol? It was probably Axis 
of Evol, that's the one that everyone's heard 
of. Yeah, it's been easily a year, maybe two 
or three since I've been following them. 
They're great, really great. I mean, if you 
guys haven't heard of them, you might as 
well have never heard of music." 
The lecture by Raycroft continued 
for a further three minutes. Efforts by you 
and your other friends to change the topic 
of conversation were all in vain. By the time 
it was over, annoyance and a mild sense of 
awkwardness had descended upon your 
grou~. 
As a result of Raycraft's outburst, 
your friend Sam's plans to ask the table if 
anyone had seen the new Cohen Brothers ' 
film have been postponed indefinitely. 
TOP 5 DEMANDS OF STRIKING WRITERS 
For weeks now, the Writers Guild of America (WGA) has been striking 
over issues of payment for internet content and other residuals. What else is 
driving this strike? 
5 ......... The Guild's acronym ofWGA must be changed to something 
hilarious and inappropriate, like ASS or GAY or POO. 
4. ..... . . In the name of the dignity of the cinema, the Wayans Brothers are 
to be forbidden in perpetuity from going near another typewriter, 
computer, or pen and paper set for scriptwriting purposes. 
3 .... . .... Medical coverage must start to cover health issues related to 
chain-smoking, carpal tunnel syndrome and crippling inferiority 
complexes. 
2 ......... While his laughter is appreciated, Jay Leno must be limited to 
laughing three minutes or less at his own jokes. 
1. ........ Like many of those involved in television, they' re just mad 
A"ested Development got cancelled. 
TOP 5 REASONS YOUR PARENTS SPLIT UP 
Like many families, yours is falling apart at the seams. Why are your 
parents unable to live together? 
5 .•.••••.• Dad's secret life completely incompatible with Mom's secret life. 
4 ••.••••... Unable to share the hair crimper fairly. 
3 ••. •..... Dinner sucked, the third damn time this week! 
2 ...•..... Problems in bed; namely, father's inability to afford a bed. 
1.. ....... Utter disappointment in you, their beloved child, who only made it 
to Douglas College. 
solution, t ips and ·computer 
programs at www.sudoku.com 
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MEDIUM #5 
Fill ib the griq so that evf!iy· 
row1 ~very column and·every 
3x3 bOx contains the digits 1 
through 9. That means that no 
number is r~peated in any row, 
column of box. 
2 
7 
7 4 
9 3 
8 2 
4 6 
5 8 
2 1 
3 7 
6 5 
1 9 
suldo lku 
C Puzzles by Pappocom 
9 5 
7 
9 4 
7 
6 
4 
8 
LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION 
1 5 8 2 6 9 3 
6 4 7 1 5 ,8 [2 
5 9 6 3 7 1 4 
3 1 5 9 2 7 8 
7 3 2 6 9 4 1 
9 7 4 8 3 5 6 
8 6 9 4 1 2 5 
4 2 1 7 8 3 9 
2 8 3 5 4 6 7 
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The DSU's Book Swap is back & it's online! 
Go to www.cfslocal18.ca to sign up today 
Douglas Students' Union I Canadian Federation of Students local18 
